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The Goodwills Newsletter

October 2011 
As usual, we have been busier than we anticipated. We have been bedding down the monthly First Saturday Folk nights at Maleny’s UpFront Club. We inherited the venue from A Bit of Folk on the Side (ABOFOTS) – an unplugged gig that ran for nine years under the expert watch of Paul and Richenda Lawler. We made a few changes – setting up the PA for those who want to use amplification, organising a guest act every month and setting a $5 admission charge (which includes a chance in the three lucky door prizes per night. It’s a very enjoyable night for performers and audience alike – www.upfrontclub.org. Our featured guests so far have included Tommy Leonard, Stockade, Noel Gardner, Anything Goes, Evan Mathieson and Danny Rose & The Consultants of Swing. The guest act for November 5 is The Bairn and we finish the year with Mark Davidson & Friends on December 3.  
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House Concerts

On Sunday November 27 2pm: The ever-popular Cloudstreet (John Thompson and Nicole Murray) are booked in for their fourth consecutive annual house concert at our place. ‘Cloudstreet’ are a world class act who maintain a genuine bond with audiences. Their musical skills are top notch and they continue to delight us every time we hear them play. They stunned everyone at last year’s house concert with an unexpected encore – a deeply moving unaccompanied version of Lennon/McCartney’s In My Life.  Superb entertainment.
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Hard to believe, but this is our 17th year of staging house concerts, first at our spacious abode in Brisbane from 1994 until we moved to the Hinterland in 2002 and five or six gigs a year since then. We can’t take credit for inventing the concept – the early composers were often called upon to entertain their wealthy patrons’ guests in palatial drawing rooms and in the days before television there was a tradition in many homes of gathering around the piano in the ‘front parlour’. But as those who attended our first four concerts this year would tell you, quite often a magical energy is created when the performers can engage with an audience which is actively listening and responding.  
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Our House Concert Series started on Friday February 18 with a visit from well-travelled Irish songwriter Kieran Halpin (left) We drew a good crowd for our first evening event in Maleny and Kieran (who wrote ‘All the Answers’) performed really well and sold lots of CDs.  
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On Sunday March 27 we had the rare pleasure of listening to the open-hearted Rebecca Wright (right), whose inspired performance touched a lot of people. 
Also popular was multi-instrumentalist and songwriter Chris Aronsten (left) who made a return visit to our house concert venue on May 17. Chris plays guitar, dobro, fiddle, and mandolin, not to mention astonishing percussion skills with a pair of kitchen spoons. Chris spends a lot of the year in the UK and has a regular winter residency at Glen Helen Gorge Resort in the Northern Territory, where we met him in 2008. 
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One of the highlights of 2010 for us was performing as the opening act for the November Folkies Old and New concert at the Danish Club in Newstead. Also on the bill was acclaimed Brisbane celtic band Sunas (left). We have had a four-piece band in our loungeroom before (the excellent Pirate Brides) so we took a deep breath and asked the impressive Súnas if they could find a date. They gave a spirited performance on Sunday August 28 and did a brisk trade afterwards with their new CD and DVD, Celtic Road. 
Goodwills Gigs

Like everyone else, we stayed indoors in January and February and spent March de-moulding after the deluge. Apart from blackboard spots at First Saturday Folk, we played opening sets for all of our house concerts. We also performed at The BUg (New Farm Bowls Club) on June 14. On September 10 we performed at the country’s best small festival, Neurum Creek Festival, and have three gigs scheduled in November (FolkRag Old & New on November 19, Folk Redlands on November 20 and the Cloudstreet house concert on November 27).
Free Music Downloads & Other News

Finally, we’re on Youtube, (courtesy of Mannie from Sunas): 
http://youtu.be/6MNi8JVOLOU
http://youtu.be/5XeOzudUoak
Macca has been working his way through a Top 100 of songs he has played on Australia all Over since the popular Sunday morning show began. We are hopeful a couple of Bob’s songs will make it on to this CD collection, which is likely to be released by ABC Music before Christmas.
Best Regards

Bob & Laurel, October 2011
